
 

Kearney Park Board Minutes—Tuesday, May 17th, 2022 meeting 

 

 

On Tuesday, May 17th, 2022 the Kearney Park Board met for its 

monthly meeting in-person and via zoom.  Connie Crawford called 

the meeting to order. Members present were Kristi Mayo, Nick 

DiBenedetto, Julie Jones, Connie Crawford, Lisa Cheesebrough, Jon 

Costa and Greg Gillahan. Staff members present were Eric Marshall 

and Ryan Marcotte.  

 

Eric Marshall administered the oath of office to Greg Gillahan, who 

then introduced himself to the board and audience.  

 

Park board minutes from the April 19th, 2022 meeting were 

presented, with Julie Jones making a motion to approve the corrected 

minutes, and Kristi Mayo seconding the motion…the motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

Public Requests & Petitions:  

 

Bucking Chutes: Jay Bettis of 7478 SE Cannonball Rd, Holt, MO. 

Came before the board to request permission to build and install 

permanent bucking chutes and back pens at the rodeo arena. The 

project will be privately funded, with no costs to the city. Jay Bettis 

and Dan Colt of the Jesse James Festival explained that this would 

help alleviate the expenses of their yearly events, with more profit 

going to their respective charities. Lisa asked if the structures would 

be stationary, and Jay indicated they would. Connie asked what 

material the chutes would be made of, and Jay said welded metal. Eric 

Marshall asked if the chutes would be painted, and Jay said they 

would. Ryan asked how large the back pens would be, and Jay said 

that they would be about the same size as the ones they rent. He then 

indicated there would be an access gate for mowing. Connie asked 

who would install the chutes, and Jay said that they haven’t finalized 

who would do the work yet. Jon Costa sought clarification on whether 

the demolition derby would interfere with the bucking chutes, was 

informed that the demolition derby area was to the southeast of the 

rodeo arena. Nick DiBenedetto made a motion to approve the request, 

Lisa Cheesebrough seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 



  

Old Business:  

 

Spring Sports: Ryan said that the youth soccer league as well as 

tball/baseball/softball had all started, and were going well. The youth 

pickleball league was getting ready to wrap up, and adult pickleball 

had a few weeks left. Ryan said the department was enjoying record 

numbers in nearly every offering this year. Jon asked if the city could 

purchase pickleball racquets and balls for use, and Ryan and Eric 

indicated the city did have racquets and would make a Facebook Post 

reminding the public.  

 

Irrigation System: Eric reported that the irrigation system has been 

installed at Lions Park, and is operational. He reported that there were 

no problems with the install, and everything was functioning as 

intended. Eric also mentioned that the new siding and windows were 

complete at the Firehouse, and a new roof was being installed soon. 

Thanks to Plygem for the generous donation of new siding! 

 

New Business: park maintenance: Eric told the board that the 

department has sprayed the parks, police station, 19th street along the 

trail, 105 main building, the water plant, and the street department for 

weeds and dandelions.  

 

Eric said that staff was spreading millings in the entrances to the 

parking lots, to keep them looking nice. He also said that the street 

department has put several more loads of millings down at the road to 

the dog park, and hopefully will be able to widen the road to two lanes 

next year. He mentioned that the seasonal help would be starting soon.   

 

Splash Pad: Eric told the board that staff opened the splash park early 

at the direction of the Mayor. He said that the ladies upstairs were 

overwhelmed with shelter rentals, so everything was put online for 

one fee, regardless of where the renter lives.  

 

Amphitheater: Ryan mentioned that Brian Reese was nearly done with 

the new snake install at the amphitheater, and that it should be ready 

for the season. Eric explained that Brian would have to run new power 

cabling as well as the cat-6 cabling. He also said that Brian was 

installing weatherproof connectors. Lisa asked if we have a backup 

plan if the cable goes bad again, and Ryan indicated that we have a 

backup snake that goes over the earth. Ryan said that the first concert 

was May 28th with the Blues Fest.  



  

 

Hall Park: Eric said that the Parks Dept has a meeting with Steve 

Casey, of SC Planning and Design to walk the proposed Hall Park site 

and put together a LWCF grant application. Eric mentioned that one 

item he was excited about was the fitness equipment along the 

proposed trail inside the park. He said it was state of the art, and really 

impressive. Jon Costa asked if there would be memorial benches in 

Hall Park, and Eric indicated that they would likely all be memorial 

benches. 

 

Pickleball: Eric showed the board the preliminary plans for the new 

12 court pickleball complex. He mentioned that the land would be 

swapped from the school district in return for the city solving a 

drainage issue at their baseball fields to the east.  

 

Eric said that since the original tennis courts were located inside the 

school district’s 1982 LWCF grand boundary that the city would have 

to take over the usage in perpetuity of the land for outdoor recreation 

purposes. He said that the city has a meeting scheduled with LWCF to 

determine the necessary steps in the process. 

 

Eric said that the skate park location would be reduced by 

approximately 1/3rd, a new overlay would be poured, and the pieces 

would be pushed closer together. Ryan said doing this would alleviate 

a complaint from skaters that the pieces were too far apart. Eric also 

said that new lighting would be installed throughout the project. 

 

Eric said the restroom facility would be the same as the one in the new 

Lions Park, but with different colors, as well as featuring stainless 

steel fixtures, and automatic timed locks. He mentioned that there 

would be a drinking fountain attached to the outside of the restroom. 

Connie asked if there could be a water fountain closer to the courts, 

and staff said that they would like to do that if possible. Kristi asked if 

there could be a hydrant for filling jugs of water or Gatorade, staff 

said there would be. 

 

Eric mentioned that Greg requested modifications to the preliminary 

design, and that the design would be further tweaked before it was 

finalized. One change would be installation of security cameras.  

 

Jon asked how the courts would be reserved, Greg indicated that there 

were several possible systems for court reservations, and that we 



  

would review the possible scenarios, and determine what works best 

for Kearney. 

 

 

Board Comments- There were no board comments. 

 

ADJOURNMENT    

With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was 

made by Lisa Cheesebrough and seconded by Julie Jones to adjourn to 

Tuesday, June 21st, 2022. The motion carried. 

 
 

 

Approved: _____________________       Connie Crawford Chairperson   

 

 

Julie Jones______________________     Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 


